Brahma-sarhita 5.43
goloka-namni nija-dhamni tale ca tasya
devi-mahe$a-hari-dhamasu tesu tesu
te te prabhava-nicaya vihitas ca yena
govindam adi-purusarm tam aham bhajami

Lowest of all is located Devi-dhama [mundane world], next above it is Mahesa-dhama
[abode of Mahesal; above Mahesa-dhama is placed Harvi-dhama [abode of Haril and above
them all is located Krsna's own realm named Goloka. 1 adore the primeval Lord Govinda,
who has allotted their respective authorities to the rulers of those graded realms.

Purport: The realm of Goloka stands highest above all others. Brahma looking up to the higher
position of Goloka is speaking of the other realms from the point of view of his own realm: the
Jirst in erder is this mundane world called Devi-dhama consisting of the fourteen worlds, viz.,
Satyaloka, ete.; next above Devi-dhama is located Siva-dhama one portion of which, called
Mahakala-dhama, is enveloped in darkness; interpenetrating this poriion of Siva-dhama there
shines the Sadasivaloka, full of grear light. Above the same appears Hari-dhama or the
transcendental Vaikunthaloka, The potency of Devi-dhama, in the form of the extension of
Maya, and that of Sivaloka, consisting of time, space and matter, are the potency of the separated
particles pervaded by the penumbral reflection of the subjective portion of the Divinity. But
Hari-dhama is ever resplendent with transcendental majesty and the great splendor of
all-sweetness predominates over all other majesties in Goloka, The Supreme Lord Govinda by
his own direct and indirect power has constituted those respective potencies of those realms.

Krsnaloka or Goloka Vrndavana:
the spiritual world, the abode of the Supreme Personality

of Godhead, 5vi Krsna.

1. Brahma-sarihita 5.2:

[ The spiritual place of transcendental pastimes of Krsna is portrayed in the second verse.| The
superexcellent station of Krsna, which is known as Gohula, has thousands of petals and a
covolla like that of @ lotus sprowted from a part of His infinitary aspect, the whorl of the leaves
being the actual abode of Krsna.

2. Brahma-samhita 5.3:

The wherl of that transcendental lotws is the realm wherein dwells Krsna. It s a hexagonal
Jigure, the abode of the indwelling predominated and pred, ing aspect of the Absolute.
Like a diamond the central supporting figure of self-luminous Krsna stands as the
transcendental source of all potencies. The holy name ¢ ing of eighteen transcendental
letters is manifested in a hexagonal figure with sixfold divisions.

3. Brahma-samhita 5.4:

The whorl of that eternal realm Gokula is the hexagonal abode of Krsna. Its petals are the
abodes of gopis whe are part and parcel of Krsna to whom they are most lovingly devoted and
are similar in essence. The petals shine beautifully like so many walls. The extended leaves of that
lotus are the gardenlike dhama, i.e. spiritual abode of 511 Radhika, the most beloved of Krsna.
4. Brahma-sarhita 5.5:

[ The surrounding external plane of Gokula is described in this verse.] There is a mysterious
quadrangular place named Svetadvipa surrounding the outskirts of Gokula. Svetadvipa is
divided into four parts on all sides. The abode of Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna and
Aniruddha are separately located in each of these jour parts. These four divided abodes are
enveloped by the fourfold human requirements such as piety, wealth, passion and liberation, as
also by the four Vedas, viz, Rg, Sama, Yajur and Atharva, which deal with the mantra and
which are the bases of achievements of the fourfold mundane requirements, Ten tridents are
Jixed in the ten divections, including the zenith and nadiv. The eight directions are decorated
with the eight jewels of Mahapadma, Padma, Sankha, Makara, Kacchapa, Mukunda, Kunda,
and Nila, There are ten protectors [dik-palas] of the ten divections in the form of mantra.
The associates of the hues of blue, yellow, red and white and the extraordinary potencies
bearing the names of Vimala, ete., shine on all sides.

Division of Goloka (Krsnaloka)

Dvaraka )
Caitanya-caritamria, Adi 5.16:
In the highest region of that spiritual sky is the spiritual planet called Krsnaloka. It has three
divisions—Dvaraka, Mathura and Gokula.

avadvipa

Brhad-bhagavatamyta 3.5.209-210;

But please hear from me this one piece of advice: Not far from here (Dvaraka) lies the Lovd's
haly abode known as Sri Purnsottama-ksetra, which you visited before on earth, There, in the
company of Subhadri and Balarama, Lord Purus enjoys the same sports He enacted at
Govardhana and in the Vinda fovest and on the shores of the Yamuna,

Brahma-sarmhita 5.5, purport:

Hence Srila Thakura Vimdavana the manifest Vyasa of caitanya-Iila, has described the village
of Navadvipa as bearing the name of Svetadvipa. In this Svetadvipa the concluding portions of
the pastimes of Gohula exist eternally as the pastimes of Navadvipa, Hence the region of
Navadvipa, Vraja and the realm of Goloka are one and the same indivisible entity; the
difference only lies in the manifestations of the infinite variety of sentiments, corresponding to
the diverse nature of their devotional love

Division of rasas

madhurya-rasa| vatsalya-rasa

dasya-rasa

Ayodhya

3. Brhad-bhagavatamyta 2.4.239;

Far from here (Vaikuntha) lies Ayodhya, the splendid city of Raghupati, the divine master of the
Raghu dynasty. And beyond that shines the city of Dvarakd, dear to the divine master of the Yadus.

Vaikunthaloka: the spiritual abode of Lord Visnu

6. Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.247-250 (Padma Purdna, Uttara-khanda 255.57—64):

On the border of the material and spiritual worlds flows the auspicious Viraja River, whose
waters were manifest from the perspiration of the persontfied Vedas, On the far shore of that
river, in the spiritual shy, is the eternal, imperishable, unlimited spiritual world, which is three
Jourths af all existence, which is made of pure goodness, which never decays, which is the abode
of Brahman, which is splendid as countless milllons of suns and fives, which never withers,
which contains all knowledge, which is splendid, which is not touched by any of the periods of
cosmic de iom, which is i able, which is free from old-age, which is the eternal
spivitual reality, which is free from material states beginning with wakefulness, sleeping and
deep sleep, which has a golden splendor, which is the abode of liberation, which brings spiritual
bliss, which has ne equal or superior, which has no beginning or end, which is auspicious,
which is wonderfully glovious, which is charming. which is eternal, and which is an ecean of
bliss. These are the qualities of Lord Visnu's supreme abode. That abode of Lord Hari is not
illuminated by the sun or moon, ner by electricity. One whe reaches it never returns to this
material world. Even in hundreds and millions of Brahma's days one cannot completely
describe this eternal and faultless abode of Lord Visnu.

7. Laghu-bhigavatamrta 1.5.251-252 (Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda 256.9-12):

Very fortunate great souls who serve the Lovd's feet, who are filled with the nectar of loving
service to the lotus feet of $iT's husband, attain Lord Visnu's supreme abode, which gives the
bliss of spiritwal love. That is Lovd Hari's abode of Vaikuntha, which is filled with many cities,
airplanes and jewel palaces, In its midst is a splendid city glovified because it is not covered by
illusion. Tt is surrounded by many walls colorful with gold and jewels, many jewel arches, and
Jour great jeweled doors.

8. Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.253-254 (Padma Puréna, Uttara-khanda 256.12-15):

By gateheepers headed by Canda, and by Kumuda and others, it is protected, Canda and
Pracanda guard the castern gate, Bhadra and Subhadra the southern gate, Jaya and Vijaya the
western gate, and Dhata and Vidhata the northern gate, Kumuda, Kumudaksa, Pundarika,
Vamana, Sankukarna, Sarvanetra, Sumukha, and Supratisihita guard the directions in this
city. O beauttful-faced Parvatt.

9. Laghu-bhagavatamria 1.5.256 (Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda 256.17-18):

In the center is the Lord's beautiful palace enclosed by jewel walls, beautiful with great gates,
surrounded by many vimanas and palaces, and decorated with splendid Apsara women
everywhere,

10. Laghu-bhagavatamria 1.5.258 (Padma Purdna, Uttara-lhanda 256.20-21):

In the center af that place is a beautiful and auspicious throne made of all the Vedas m”‘:'m

and surrounded by the eternal personified Vedas and the deities of religion, knowledge, {1 e expansions)

opulence, and renunciation. / Py :

11. Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.259 (Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda 256.23-25): PR i i w’::m&
danes ur arried 16,1 ing to i ieal Fewture)

In the center of the throne reside the deities of fire, sun and moon, Kirma, Sesa, and Garuda,
the master of the three Vedas. The Vedic hymns and all sacred mantras alse stay in that holy
place, which is made of all the Vedas, and which is known in the smrti-sastra as the yoga-pitha.

12, Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.260 (Padma Purdna, Uttara-khanda 256.25-26):

In the center is an eight-petalled lows flower as brilliant as the rising sun, and in the center of
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24, Brahma-sarihita 5.8:

[The secondary process of association with Maya is described | Ramadevi, the spiritual [cit]
patency, beloved consort of the Supreme Lovd, is the vegulatrix of all entities. The divine plenary
portion of Krsna creates the mundane world. At creation theve appears a divine halo of the
nature of His own subjective portion [svamsa). This hale is divine Sambhu, the masculing
symbol or manifested emblem of the Supreme Lord, This halo is the dim twilight reflection of the
supreme eternal effulgence. This masculine symbol is the subjective portion of divinity who
Junctions as progenitor of the mundane world, subject to the supreme vegulatrix {nivati). The
conceiving potency in regard to mundane creation makes her appearance out of the supreme
regulatrix, She is Maya, the limited, nonabselute [apara] potency, the symbol of mundane
Jeminine productivity. The intercourse of these two brings forth the faculty of perverted
cognition, the reflection of the seed of the procreative desire of the Supreme Lord,

25, Brahma-sanhita 5.10:

The person embodying the material causal principle, viz., the great lord of this mundane world
(Mahesvara) Sambhu, in the form of the male generating organ, is joined to his female consort
the fimited energy [Maya) as the efficient causal principle. The Lovd of the world Maha-visnu is
manifest in him by His subjective portion in the form of His glance.

26. Brahma-sarithita 5.12:

The same Mahd-visnu is spoken of by the name af “Nardyana” in this mundane world, From that
etermal person has sprung the vast expanse of water of the spiritual Causal Ocean. The subjective
portion of Saikarsana who abides in paravyoma, the above supreme purusa with thousands of
subjective portions, repases in the state of divine sleep [yoga-nidra] in the waters of the spiritual
Causal Ocean,

27. Brahma-sanihita 5.13:

The spiritual seeds of Sankarsana existing in the pores of skin of Maha-visnu, are born as so
many golden sperms, These sperms are covered with five great elements

Pradhana: the unmanifested modes of material nature

28. Srimad-Bhigavatam 3.26.10-11:

The ifested eternal combi of the three modes is the cause of the manifest state and
is called pradhana. It is called prakrti when in the manifesied stage of existence. The aggregate
elements, namely the five gross elements, the five subtle elements, the four internal senses, the
five senses for gathering knowledge and the five owtward organs of action, are known as the
pradhana.

Mabhat-tattva

29, Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.5.33, purport:

In a comner of the spiritual sky of brahma-jyotir a spiritual cloud sometimes appears, and the
covered portion is called the mahat-tattva, The Lovd then, by His plenary portion as
Maha-visnu, ltes down within the water of the mahat-tattva, and the water is called the Causal
Ocean (Karana-jala).

Mahesa-dhama: the abode of Lord Siva

30, Brahma-samhita 5.43, purport;

Next above Devi-dhama is located Siva-dhama one portion of which, called Mahakala-dhama,
is enveloped In darkness; interpenctrating this portion of Siva-dhima there shines the
Sadasivaloka, full of great light. Above the same appears Hari-dhama or the transcendental
Vaikunthaloka

31. Brahma-savithita 5.10, purpori:

Thereupon Sambhu, lord of pradha bodying the ive principle of all material entities,
wha is the same as Rudra, the dim reflection of the Supreme Lovd's own divine glance, consummates
his intercourse with Maya, the efficient mundane causal principle. But he can do nothing
independently of the energy of Maha-visnu representing the direct spiritual power of Krsna

Devi-dhama: the material world, the abode of Durga

32, Brahma-samhita 5.44:

The external potency Maya who is of the nature of the shadow of the cit potency, is worshiped
by all peaple as Durgd, the creating, preserving and destroying agency of this mundane world.
Tadore the primeval Lovd Govinda in accordance with whose will Durga conducts herself.

33, Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.26.52:

This universal egg. or the universe int the shape of an egg, is called the manifestation of material
energy. Its layers af water, air, fire, sky, ego and mahat-tattva increase in thickness one after
another. Each layer is ten times bigger than the previous one, and the final outside layer is
covered by pradhana. Within this egg is the universal form of Lord Hari, of whose body the
Jourteen planetary systems are parts.

34, Brhad-bhagavatamrta 2.3.15-16:

The first covering I entered was that of earth. There T saw the Supreme Lovd in the form of a
greal boar being worshiped by the goddess Earth, the deity presiding over that covering and its
wealth, She worshiped Him with riches not to be obtained within the universe itself, while all the
opulences of the universe whirled within every pore on His bedy.

33, Brhad-bhagavatamria 2.3.20-21:

One after another, I saw Lovds Matsya, Siirya, Pradyumna, Aniruddha, Sankarsana, and
Vasudeva, cach with one of the great manifested deities of those coverings worshiping Him
with the element over which thar deity presided—water, fire, air, ether, ego, or mahat.

36. Brahma-sarmhita 5.14:

The same Maha-visnu entered into each universe as His own separate subjective portions, The
divine portions that entered into each universe are possessed of His majestic extension, i.¢., they
are the eternal universal soul Maha-visnu, p ing th ds of th 1s of heads.

37. Brahma-samhita 5.15:

The same Maha-visnu created Visnu from His left limb, Brahma, the first progenitor of beings,
Jrom His right limb and, from the space between His two eyebrows, Sambhu, the divine
muasculing manifested halo.

38, Brahma-samhita 5.18:

When Garbhodakasayt Visnu wills to create this universe, a golden lotus springs from His
navel-pit. The golden lotus with its stem is the abode of Brahma representing Brahmaloka
or Satyaloha,

39, Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.26, purport;

The universe is divided into fourteen planetary systems. Seven planetary systems, called Bhir,
Bhuvar, Svar, Mahar, Janas, Tapas and Satya, are upward planetary systems, one above the
other, There are also seven planetary systems downward, known as Atala, Vitala, Sutala,
Talatala, Mahatala, Rasatala and Patala, gradually, one below the other. (For more details see
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Second Canto, Fifth Chapter.}

How to understand Lord Krsna’s transcendental abode?

Caitanya-cavitamria, Madhya 21.7:
The shape of the spiritual shy is compared to a lotus flower. The topmost region of that flower
is called the whorl, and within that whorl is Krsna's abode. The petals of the spiritual lotus
Mower consist af many Vaikuntha planets.
Caitanya-caritamria, Madhya 21.8:
Each Vaikuntha planet is full of spivitual bliss, complete apulence and space, and each is inhabited
by incarnations. 1f Lord Brakma and Lord Siva cannot estimate the length and breadth of the
spirimal sky and the Vaikungha planets, how can ordinary living entities begin to imagine them?
Caitanya-caritamria, Madhya 17.136 (Bhaki-rasamyta-sindhu 1.2.234):

atah §ri-krsn amadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih

sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva sphuraty adah
It is thus stated in the sastras that it is not possible to appreciate or understand Krsna with our Blunt
material senses. Krsna's name, form, qualities, pastimes, paraphernalia and abode are all part and
parcel of Krsna. However, understanding Krsna begins with hearing and chanting His name.

Material Universe
(A cross section showing Kiirma, Ananta Sesa and the dik-gajas)

s P
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Caitanya-caritamria, Madhya 20.165: The Supreme Personality of Godhead exists in three
principal forms—svayani-ripa, tad-chatma-riipa and avesa-ripa,
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that flower is the Gayated mantra. O beautifil Parvati, in that place the Supreme Personality i
of Godhead sits with the goddess of fortune. Lo =
13. Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.279-281 (Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda 256 47-50): _— mop-ﬂmiumnl o Mh‘% g
The Supreme Lovd eternally enjoys transcendental bliss in the company of His eternal companion, Lo 4] Asiru
Muhﬁ-fulzsmi, in the eternal spiritual sky. O girl with the bmuf:]id Jace, Bhit and urapﬁay at = mﬂ:ﬂm < =
His sides, and the potencies headed by Vimala stay on the petals in the eight directions. Vimala, - %
Utkarsin, Jndna, Kriva, Yogh, Prahvi, Satva, and I$ana are the Lord's queens. Holding g @ sm“"“; SHEw ﬁ L
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camaras splendid as nectar moons, they please thelr husband, the infallible Lord.

14. Laghu-bhagavatamria 1.5.283 (Padma Purdna, Uttara-khanda 256.53-54):
Surrounded by the devotees headed by Ananta Sesa, Garuda the king of birds, General Visvaksena
and other eternally liberated associates, and accompanied by Goddess Rama, the Supreme
Person enfoys with great opulence.

waibhava-vilasa
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15. Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.2858-289 (summarized from Padma Purdna): DR (2 Sutl: ok CH Tk o 01) gt
The first circle (avarana) surrounding the Supreme Lord consists of the catur-vyitha Eiim;.’u. % Gv::& Eléﬂ?.‘.'."‘.n“:“ E:;; Hmmmnn.
expansions headed by Lovd Vasudeva, accompanied by Goddess Laksmi and other associates, g e S 1 & (16) Dimodara

in the eight directions, beginning with the east. In the directions beginning with the southeast,
the palaces af Laksmi, Sarasvafi, Rati, and Kanti respectively are situated.

16. Laghu-bhagavatamyta 1.5.290:

In the secomd cirele of the spiritual sky, twenty-four Visnu expansions, beginning with Lord Kesava, are
manifest in the eight directions and are counted in groups of three (Kesava, Narayana, Madhava,
Govinda, Visnu, Madhusudana, Trivikrama, Vamana, Sridhara, Hrsikesa, Padmandbha,
Damodara, Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna, Anirwddha, Purus L Adhol
Nrsivitha, Acyuta, Jandrdana, Upendra, Hari, and Krsna).

17. Laghu-bhagavatamyta 1.5.291:

In the third circle of the spiritual sky, ten Incarnations of the Lovd, beginning with Matsya and
Kirma, are manifest in the ten directions.

18. Laghu-bhagavatamyta 1.5.292:

(17} Adhoksajs (15) Perusottama  (19) Upendra (1) Asyata (21) Npvimhs (22) Janardans (23} Hasi (24) Krma
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In the fourth civele of the spiritual sky, Satya, Acyuta, Ananta, Durga, Visvaksena, Gafanana E T ¥
(Ganesa), Sankhanidhi, and Padmanidhi are manifest in the eight directions. bt dveda
19, Laghu-bhagavatamyta 1.5.293: °] B o lricg sty e s ey spemcend
In the fifth circle of the spiritual sky, the four Vedas, beginning with the Rg Veda, Savitri, 3 (2} the Nla-avatdras (%) the guna-avathrms £ (4 the yuga-avatisas (5} the i
Garuda, piety, c_md sacrifice are manifest as before. 'E {1] Cutalysamn [1he foin Knmiria), Loed Brahred ) dukla Sayaee (1) Vi,
Rty ke N ; T G o S e i
In the sixth circle of the spiritual sky the Lord's conch, disc, club, Totus, sword, Sarga bow, and ) Merw rians {4 o kb s 6,
mace are man:f{e_s[. In th_e severth circle of the spiritual shy demigods headed by Indra are manifest. E sy il Makigrattn i Kal-egs o
21. Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.5.295: F—lpﬂhllll)?:‘i(mbh :: ﬁ.:;:...m
In the spiritual world the Sadhyas, Maruts, and Visvadevas are all eternal. Others who are E o oy vinae,
rulers (demigods) of the three heavenly realms of the material world, are not eternal. ) o (13) Suthir.
s (o dakni) [13) Yogedvare,
(14) Bramibhani
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Brahman or Brahmajyotir & e e i

22, Brahma-samhita 5.40:

I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, whose effulgence is the source of the nondifferentiated
Eral ioned in the Uy ds, being differentiated from the infinity of glovies of the
mundane universe appears as the indivisible, imfinite, limitless, truth.

The Viraja River or the Karana Ocean:

A marginal position between the spiritual and material worlds
23. Brahma-sarithita 5.7:

Krsna never consorts with His illusory energy. Still her connection is not entirely cut off from
the Absofute Truth. When He intends to create the material world the amorous pastime, in
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which He engages by consorting with His ewn spiritual [cit] potency Rama by casting His
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glance at the deluding energy in the shape of sending His time energy, is an auxiliary activity. A oo e St T br (he fiaok et
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